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Synopsis:

This dissertation looks at the consequences of community participation and control, with comparisons between U.K. and India, and the implications for social work and community work in particular. The rural community council structure of India was imposed from the Centre to obtain villagers’ contributions to the stagnating Community Development Programme. It was not introduced for Gandhian, nor even liberal democratic, principles. The dissertation describes how Panchayati Raj has suffered under the constraints of corruption, professionalism, bureaucracy, and limited functions and funds, within the politics if competing vested interests of urban and rural power holders. Differences between Punjab, Gujerat and West Bengal are described and related to their respective political power bases.

The dissertation evaluates Panchayati Raj in descriptive terms rather than by hard-line evaluation techniques, given its broad and ill-defined aims. The research draws on published literature as well as interviews with officials and elected representatives at all levels in the three states studied.

In U.K., proponents of community control over resources are faced with a similar alliance of political, professional and bureaucratic interests, a point illustrated by examples from Birmingham and elsewhere. The dissertation argues for a process of generating social awareness and organisation below the community council level if control is to shift towards the powerless who otherwise remain passive consumers of expanding services. Punjabi immigrants’ model of powerless community councils in India is replicated by their experience of powerlessness in British inner-city areas.

